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 With average growth up 7% on 2016, movement of all types of goods 

increased 
 

Spanish ports continue to break records: 
545 million tons moved in 2017 
 

• Imports (202.3 million tons) grew by 8.1% and exports (96.7 
million tons) by 7.4%. 

• The large ports in northern Europe grew half as much as the 
Spanish port system. 

• Transport of goods destined for other countries represents 25% 
of port traffic. 

• 2018 is maintaining the strong increase seen at the close of the 
previous year. 

 

06-03-2018 (Ministry of Public Works). The 46 ports of general interest 
coordinated by Puertos del Estado recorded a new historic maximum by 
moving 544,957,382 tons in 2017, which amounts to an increase of 
6.96% on the previous year. This piece of data confirms the progressive 
recovery of the Spanish economy, as close to 85% of imports and 60% 
of Spanish exports are moved by sea. In this vein, of the total amount of 
goods moved, 202.3 million tons (38%) corresponded to imports while 
96.7 million tons (18.2%) were exports. 
 
The growth of Spanish ports is in contrast with the data gathered for 
northern Europe's large ports as it is almost double what is recorded for 
them. Rotterdam, Europe's main port, grew by 1.3%, Antwerp, the 
second most important port, grew 4.4%, and even Hamburg, the third 
most important port in terms of volume of goods unloaded, saw a 
decrease of 1.2%, while Zeebrugge oversaw a decrease of 1.8%. This 
data demonstrates the progression of ports in southern Europe, mainly 
Spanish ports, which continue to earn a market share in the flow of goods 
from other continents to/from the European Union. 
 
Practically all types of goods moved at ports experienced significant 
increases. General goods, which is the largest category, representing 
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 47.5% of the total moved with 252.5 million tons, grew by 7%. Liquid bulk 

cargo, which is the second largest goods group (33.5% of the total), grew 
by 6.6% to exceed 178.5 million tons. Finally, solid bulk cargo (19% of the 
total) was the type that grew the most, increasing 9.8% to exceed 101 million 
tons. 
 

 
 
Spanish ports continue to be a good option in the transport of goods 
destined for third countries, as shown by the almost 137 million tons moved, 
and with an increase of 12% they already represent 25% of the total, 
meaning 1 in every 4 tons that passes through a Spanish port is in transit. 
Likewise, ro-ro traffic (industrial vehicles loaded with goods), which is used 
to avoid long road journeys, has increased 6.8%, amounting to more than 
57 million tons. This type of traffic involves a wide range of logistics activities 
that positively impact intermodality and generate employment associated 
with port traffic. 

2016 2017 Var. (%)

A CORUÑA 13.919.795 15.198.883 9,19

ALICANTE 3.471.563 3.446.770 -0,71

ALMERÍA 5.467.308 6.383.130 16,75

AVILÉS 4.971.467 4.806.103 -3,33

BAHÍA DE ALGECIRAS 103.176.945 101.452.029 -1,67

BAHÍA DE CÁDIZ 3.660.047 4.108.946 12,26

BALEARES 14.926.741 15.652.012 4,86

BARCELONA 48.653.002 61.435.354 26,27

BILBAO 32.067.270 34.308.234 6,99

CARTAGENA 31.883.686 34.702.663 8,84

CASTELLÓN 17.076.583 17.910.306 4,88

CEUTA 2.478.781 2.533.172 2,19

FERROL-SAN CIBRAO 12.518.824 13.586.331 8,53

GIJÓN 18.407.334 21.791.334 18,38

HUELVA 30.557.172 32.331.888 5,81

LAS PALMAS 22.801.746 26.853.188 17,77

MÁLAGA 2.954.799 2.920.848 -1,15

MARÍN Y RÍA DE PONTEVEDRA 2.348.141 2.521.817 7,40

MELILLA 1.162.986 1.151.804 -0,96

MOTRIL 2.191.291 2.343.689 6,95

PASAIA 3.454.726 2.974.351 -13,90

SANTA CRUZ DE TENERIFE 13.613.974 13.648.194 0,25

SANTANDER 4.866.842 5.633.744 15,76

SEVILLA 4.819.633 4.549.533 -5,60

TARRAGONA 31.351.797 33.710.397 7,52

VALENCIA 71.469.813 73.562.950 2,93

VIGO 4.120.374 4.233.852 2,75

VILAGARCÍA 1.111.995 1.205.860 8,44

Total 509.504.635 544.957.382 6,96

Autoridad Portuaria 
TRÁFICO TOTAL
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In this same vein, containers (which is the most widespread form of 
transporting general goods by sea) reached 15.9 million TEUs (twenty-foot 
equivalent units), with an increase of 5%. Of these figures, 53.3% (or 8.49 
million TEUs) were in transit. 
 
Regarding the number of ships, the trend towards gigantism, which could 
be noted in the previous decade, has stabilised and maintains similar 
figures. Although the number of ships that passed through Spanish ports 
(156,046) increased by 3%, their units of gross tonnage only grew 1.6%. 

However, in light of the data facilitated by shipping companies, a large 
number of ships with capacity for 20,000 containers are currently in 
construction, and this will have a significant impact on port operations in 
the coming years. 
 

 JANUARY 2018 BEGINS WITH A BANG AT PORTS 
 
According to the provisional data for January this year, the upward trend in 
goods traffic seen at the close of 2017 has been maintained in the first 
month of 2018. In this regard, total goods traffic exceeded 46.2 million tons, 
which is 10% more than the previous year. This growth is mainly owed to 
the boom in bulk cargo, both solid (up 16.7%) and liquid (up 11.7%), 
although general goods has not performed too badly either (up 6.8%). 
 
If this rate of growth is maintained, the forecasts made by Port Authorities 
will likely be exceeded. These estimates suggested the current year could 
close with total traffic close to 550 million tons. 
 


