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By September, State-owned ports had 
moved 428 million tons 
 

• Port traffic registers a 2.2% increase during the first nine 
months of the year 

 
 
11-06-2019 (Ministry of Development). The 46 State-owned general 
interest ports moved 428,124,835 tons during the first nine months of 
2019, representing a 2.2% increase over the same period the previous 
year. Except for solid bulk, which fell by 8.5% mainly due to a decrease 
in coal and petroleum coke, all other main headings have registered an 
increase. Thus, liquid bulk increased by 5.8%, general cargo by 4%, ro-
ro traffic by 5.8%, container traffic by 4%, total passenger traffic by 
4.1% and cruise passengers by 4.9%. 
 
As for total traffic, the Port Authority of Bahía de Algeciras has 
exceeded 82.8 million tons, followed by Valencia with 61.6 million, 
Barcelona with 51.9 million and Bilbao with 26.5 million tons. The 
greatest increase was registered by the Port Authorities of Málaga 
(+20.1%), Santander (+14%), Vilagarcía de Arousa (+13.2%) and Bahía 
de Cádiz (+12.7%). 
 
Cargo in transit, totaling 117.9 million tons and a 7.6% increase, 
represented 28.2% of the total amount moved by Spanish ports, most of 
which was concentrated in the ports of Bahía de Algeciras, Valencia, 
Barcelona and Las Palmas. This traffic confirms the relevance of 
Spanish ports in global logistics chains which, along with their excellent 
geographical position, facilities and range of services, are still attracting 
cargo en route to third countries.  
 
Likewise, ro-ro traffic, industrial vehicles loaded with cargo that choose 
transportation by sea to avoid long distances by road, is still growing to 
nearly 50 million tons.  
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 Containers (measured in TEUs, 20-feet containers) are the most 

popular means of transport for general cargo, 71.3%, i.e. more than 148 
million tons travelled in containers, exceeding 13.2 million TEUs, with a 
4% increase.  
 
Finally, passenger traffic, with more than 21.8 million persons using 
regular lines linking mainland Spain to the islands and the autonomous 
cities of Ceuta and Melilla and inter-island lines, has grown 3.8%, 
whereas cruise passenger traffic, with over 7.7 million passengers, 
grew by almost 5%. 
 

 
(*) Includes loading, downloading, transit and transfers. 

(**) Cars, buses and trucks only. 

 

Acumulado Enero-Septiembre

2018 2019 %

LÍQUIDOS 134.669.167 142.448.245 5,78

SÓLIDOS 74.904.580 68.511.467 -8,54

CONVENCIONAL 57.343.847 59.454.384 3,68

EN CONTENEDORES 142.162.373 148.071.907 4,16

TOTAL 199.506.220 207.526.291 4,02

TOTAL 409.079.967 418.486.003 2,30

PESCA TOTAL PESCA 165.781 155.700 -6,08

COMBUSTIBLES LÍQUIDOS 6.113.033 6.055.213 -0,95

OTROS 1.584.081 1.549.064 -2,21

TRÁFICO INTERIOR TOTAL TRÁFICO INTERIOR 1.918.460 1.878.855 -2,06

TOTAL 9.781.355 9.638.832 -1,46

TOTAL TRÁFICO PORTUARIO (*) 418.861.322 428.124.835 2,21

EN TRÁNSITO 109.589.450 117.931.641 7,61

EN CONTENEDORES EN TRÁNSITO 86.087.124 90.689.852 5,35

TOTAL TRÁFICO RO-RO 46.694.557 49.396.117 5,79

REMOLQUES SEMIRR. Y PLATAF. (uds.) 1.122.832 1.194.774 6,41

TOTAL CONTENEDORES (TEUS) 12.705.743 13.219.272 4,04

EN TRÁNSITO (TEUS) 6.858.338 7.130.619 3,97

ENTRADAS-SALIDAS NACIONAL (TEUS) 1.518.114 1.504.912 -0,87

IMPORT-EXPORT EXTERIOR (TEUS) 4.329.291 4.583.740 5,88

NACIONAL Y EXTERIOR (TEUS) 5.847.405 6.088.653 4,13

REG. TRANSPORTE Y DE CRUCERO (nº) 28.400.107 29.570.991 4,12

DE CRUCERO (nº) 7.402.481 7.767.954 4,94

EN RÉGIMEN DE PASAJE (uds) 4.368.607 4.709.069 7,79

EN RÉGIMEN DE MERCANCÍA (**) 2.491.682 2.491.090 -0,02

TOTAL BUQUES MERCANTES (uds) 127.635 131.429 2,97

UDS. ARQUEO BRUTO (G.T.) 1.710.545.771 1.782.215.947 4,19

CRUCEROS (uds) 3058 2932 -4,12

AUTOMÓVILES
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CONCEPTO
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MERCANCÍA GRAL.
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