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The movement of goods in 2015 reaches a historic maximum 

  

A historic record in the ports with 501.8 
million tonnes of goods transit 
 

 The last historic maximum in the total transit was recorded in 
2007, when it reached 483.1 million tonnes 

 A new record was set up by liquid bulks (167.6 million tonnes), 
general cargo (224.3 million tonnes), containers (14.2 million), 
passengers (21.5 million) and cruise passengers (8.4 million) 
traffics. 

 All the ports exceed one million handled tonnes, and Algeciras 
port approaches the 100 million tonnes of cargo 

 
 
02-16-2016 (Spanish Ministry of Public Works). The estimates made by 
Puertos del Estado and the Port Authorities at the beginning of  the 
exercise 2015 have been met, so the year-end closing has set a new 
record maximum with 501,815,624 tonnes of handled goods which 
has meant an increase of 4.09% over the previous year. It should be 
recalled that the last historical record was set up in 2007, when  
483.1 million tonnes were handled. 
 
But not only the total cargo traffic has set a new record, the liquid bulk 
(167.6 million tonnes), general cargo (224.3 million), containers  
(14.2 million TEUs), regular passenger traffic (21.5 million 
passengers) and cruise traffic (8.4 million passengers) have also 
achieved record maximums). 
 
These good records have allowed each one of the 28 Spanish Port 
Authorities, which manage 46 ports of general interest and are coordinated 
by the national port authority (Puertos del Estado), to exceed one million 
handled tonnes for the first time since the Public Agency was created. 
Similarly, several port authorities have almost reached three digit data, as 
done by Algeciras Bay (98.1 million tonnes) which places itself very close 
to the 100 millions, or Valencia which continues its progression and 
exceeds the 70 million tonnes. 
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TOTAL TRAFFIC 2015 BY PORT AUTHORITIES 
(tonnes) 

Port Authority 2014 2015 variation % 

A Coruna 11,956,979 13,964,429 16.79 

Alicante 2,461,723 2,562,086 4.08 

Almeria 5,140,883 6,465,154 25.76 

Aviles 4,860,386 5,137,527 5.70 

Algeciras Bay 94,934,927 98,164,203 3.40 

Bay of Cadiz 3,543,330 3,362,807 -5.09 

Balearic Islands 12,854,005 13,494,462 4.98 

Barcelona 46,346,854 46,844,019 1.07 

Bilbao 31,007,347 32,876,518 6.03 

Cartagena 32,512,808 32,669,844 0.48 

Castellon 15,618,071 16,474,062 5.48 

Ceuta 2,311,749 2,108,137 -8.81 

Ferrol-San Cibrao 13,091,672 12,777,638 -2.40 

Gijon 18,995,803 21,269,496 11.97 

Huelva 27,443,839 27,376,664 -0.24 

Las Palmas 22,216,940 23,611,648 6.28 

Malaga 2,317,157 2,342,860 1.11 

Marin and estuary of Pontevedra 1,926,996 2,141,989 11.16 

Melilla 1,005,948 1,031,482 2.54 

Motril 1,928,058 1,987,415 3.08 

Pasaia 3,503,230 3,793,563 8.29 

S.C. Tenerife 12,411,315 12,627,957 1.75 

Santander 5,317,869 5,641,300 6.08 

Sevilla 4,398,232 4,678,051 6.36 

Tarragona 31,881,574 33,005,870 3.53 

Valencia 67,019,770 70,083,977 4.57 

Vigo 4,087,398 4,292,962 5.03 

Vlagarcia de Arousa 989,083 1,029,504 4.09 

System Total 482,083,946 501,815,624 4.09 

 
Regarding the presentation form, the ports of Valencia (63 million tonnes), 
Algeciras Bay (62.4 million tonnes) and Barcelona (29.3 million tonnes) 
should be highlighted in the general cargo traffic which is already 
accounting for about 46% of the total handled goods in our ports 
(224.3 million tonnes) representing a 3% increase.  The largest 
increases were experienced by Motril (+ 7.7%), Valencia (+ 7.4%), and 
S.C. Tenerife and Vigo (+ 7.19% and + 7.17% respectively). 
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The second largest group - liquid bulk - has presented a 4.3% growth 
reaching 167.6 million tonnes of handled goods. The highlighted ports are 
Algeciras Bay (27.2 million tonnes), Cartagena (25.7 millions tonnes), 
Tarragona (22.3 million tonnes) and Huelva (21.5 million tonnes). The 
largest increases were experienced by Bay of Cadiz (+ 88%) and Almeria 
(+ 84.1%). 
 
Finally, the solid bulk traffic, despite being the smallest group, which 
has reached only 96 million tonnes, grew the most, +7,2%. Standing 
out the port of Gijon, with 18.9 million tonnes of handled goods, almost 
doubling the second port with more solid bulk traffic, Ferrol-San Cibrao, 
with 9.8 million tonnes. The most spectacular growth was experienced by 
the ports of Algeciras Bay (+ 35%) and Almeria (+ 30.8%). 
 

 1 OUT OF EVERY 4 TONNES OF GOODS HANDLED IN THE 
SPANISH PORTS WAS IN TRANSIT 

 
The strategic location of the Spanish ports, placed in the main 
transoceanic north-south and east-west routes, is encouraging the growth 
of the role of our ports as logistics platforms for sending goods to third 
countries, to the extent that about 25% (118.5 million tonnes) of all 
goods that passed through our ports were in transit. 
 
Similarly, ro-ro traffic (roll on/ roll off of road vehicles that choose long 
distance shipping) keeps increasing year after year, and in 2015 
presented an increase of 6.3%, exceeding the 51 million tonnes. 
 
The container traffic remains the most commonly used method to transport 
goods. About 71% of the total general cargo (158.9 million tonnes) 
travelled inside the 14.2 million TEUs (20-foot containers) handled in 
ports. 
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 THE PORTS, ESSENTIAL FOR PASSENGER TRANSPORT, 

WITH MORE THAN 30 MILLION USERS 
 
Passenger traffic, both from the mainland and between islands, has 
reached 29,966,075 people, 8.4 million of which were cruise 
passengers. These figures confirm the importance of the ports for regular 
shipping lines both for communication between the peninsula and the 
islands and major enclaves in North Africa and for the inter-island traffic. 
 
Regarding the cruise passengers traffic, the Spanish destinations have 
become usual in all the routes covered by the different European circuits, 
placing some of our ports among the top worldwide destinations. Thus, 
Barcelona, has received 2.5 million cruise passengers who transformed it 
in the main port in Europe and the 4th in the world as a home port, the 
Balearic Islands exceeded the 1.7 million visitors, and the ports of the 
Canary Islands received more than 2.1 million visitors. 
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CRUISE PASSENGERS TRAFFIC 2015 BY PORT AUTHORITIES 

Port Authority 2014 2015 variation % 

A Coruna 129,597 140,444 8.37 

Alicante 34,583 82,316 138.02 

Almeria 16,870 17,304 2.57 

Aviles 713 2,454 244.18 

Algeciras Bay 0 94   

Bay of Cadiz 381,302 411,453 7.91 

Balearic Islands 1,586,526 1,747,868 10.17 

Barcelona 2,364,292 2,540,291 7.44 

Bilbao 80,206 70,541 -12.05 

Cartagena 137,989 150,476 9.05 

Castellon 130 366 181.54 

Ceuta 2,141 1,587 -25.88 

Ferrol-San Cibrao 39,017 21,559 -44.74 

Gijon 13,536 16,100 18.94 

Huelva 0 3,730   

Las Palmas 1,065,076 1,250,423 17.40 

Malaga 407,870 418,503 2.61 

Marin and estuary of Pontevedra 0 0   

Melilla 254 1,352 432.28 

Motril 19,589 6,481 -66.92 

Pasaia 675 0 -100.00 

S.C. Tenerife 848,159 933,121 10.02 

Santander 14,957 11,954 -20.08 

Sevilla  15,970  17,729 11.01 

Tarragona 1,895 12,277 547.86 

Valencia 373,013 371,374 -0.44 

Vigo 176,019 204,979 16.45 

Vilagarcia de Arousa 1,032 1,190 15.31 

System total 7,711,411 8,435,966 9.40 

 


